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Date: August 5, 2010 
 

MARICOPA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE CONTINUES TO 
INVESTIGATE ALL CRIMINAL VIOLATERS BOOKED INTO 

JAIL FOR IMMIGRATION STATUS  
DESPITE FEDERAL RULING ON SB1070 

 

333,000 criminals investigated for immigration status 
  

36,000 suspected illegal aliens turned over to ICE 
 

(Phoenix, AZ) The recent attempt by the state of Arizona to implement a controversial 
immigration law has drawn attention and concern from critics on both sides of the 
issue.  
 

What many people do not know however is the fact that 100% of all criminal violators 
booked into Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio’s jail by police agencies in the 
Valley are investigated by Sheriff’s officers to determine whether or not they are in 
the United States legally. 
 

In fact, since the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office began participating in the federal 
immigration program known as 287(g), Sheriff’s officers have investigated 333,000 
criminal offenders and have placed federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) holds on nearly 36,000 inmates in the county jail.  
 

Sheriff Arpaio says, “I am very proud of this successful program. I really don’t 
understand what all the hype is regarding law enforcement’s ability to ask people 
about their immigration status, we have been doing it for over three years.” 
 

Sheriff Arpaio says, “The federal government has recently stated that immigration is a 
federal issue and that local police should not get involved. I consider the 287(g) 
program the federal government’s way of asking for help from local law enforcement 
and I am happy to assist.” 
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Arpaio says that if law enforcement officers can not or will not investigate the legal 
status of those they come into contact with during the course of their duties, his 
officers will take up the slack if the suspects are booked into the county jail on any 
criminal charge. 

 


